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1. Legal status
2. Categorization of forests and management mode

(briefly)
3. System of special-use forests/natural reserves in

Vietnam
4. Landscape-based conservation co-management

approach
5. Recommendations for establishment and

conservation management of forests in the Green
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Law on Environment Protection in 2005
Law on Forest Protection and Development in 2004
Enforcement of the Law on Forest Protection and Development (Resolution
23/2006/N‡ -CP on 03/3/2006).
Strategy for Forestry Development from 2001-2010 (Decision Q‡ 199/Q‡ -BNN
and Rural Development on 22/1/2002).
Regulations for forest management (Decision 186/2006/Q‡ -TTg
on 14/8/2006).
Criteria for categorizing special use forests (Decision
62/2005/Q‡ -BNN on 12/10/2005)
Increase urgent measures for forest protection and development (Directive
12/2003/CT-TTG on 16/5/2003).
Increase urgent  measures to prevent logging, burning and illegal forest extraction (Directive
08/2006/CT-TTg on 08/3/2006).
Strategy for managing Natural reserve in Vietnam to the year 2010 (Decision 192/2003/Q‡ -
TTg on 17/9/2003) / Strategy 2003.
Resolution on Conservation and Sustainable Development of wetlands (N‡ s… 109/2003/N‡ -
CP ng‰y 23/9/2003).
And other relevant documents, most notably ¿in order to achieve objectives for the goal of
growing and developing 3 types of forests, it is necessary to gradually carry out key tasks
such as À ; quickly reform the system of state forest estates as well as allocate forest land;
Àˆ (Strategy for forestry development : 2001-2010).
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Categorization of forests and management
protection approaches

Production forests
Protection forests
Special use forests

 Community base forests
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1. Community Forests
Features:
� Forests allocated to the management of community whose customs,

habits and traditions are closely linked to forests in terms of
production, lifestyle, culture, religion; who are capable of managing
forests; who have needs and applications for forest allocation
submitted to authorities for approval.

Conditions for forest allocation:
� Community is managing and utilizing the forests effectively;
� Forest contains water source of the community. The water is for the

benefit of the whole community and therefore can t̄ be allocated to a
single organization, household or individual;

� Forest in the meeting spot of villages, communes, districtsÀ
� In charge by : District/Ward/Commune/City¯s PC and comply with

regulations on rights and responsibilities.
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2. Production Forests

 Managed by the State (and contracted to economic
organizations, househods and individuals, À )

 The management of productive forests is stipulated in
Chapter IV of Decision 186/2006/Q‡ � TTg on 14/8/2006,
in particular:

 Article 34. Categorization of productive forests: 3 types
 Article 35. Organization of productive forest

management
 And other relevant articles.
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3. Protectione forests

Managed by the State (and also contracted to economic
organizations, households and individual,À )
The management of protective forests is stipulated in Chapter III
of Decision 186/2006/Q‡ � TTg on 14/8/2006; in particular :
Article 25. Categorization of protective forests: 4 types
Article 26. Delegation of protective forest management
Article 27. Organization of Management Boards for protective
forest,
And other relevant articles.
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4. Special use forests and the System of
special use forests in Vietnam

The system of special use forests in Vietnam has a long system of
development.
To date, the system of Natural Reserve has been planned and
managed mainly in the system of special use forests; A system of
Wetland Conservation (68 areas) and Sea conservation (26 areas)
has been proposed.
Total area by 2003: 2,541,675 ha, accounting for 7.5% natural area.
Forms of management : MARD, PPC
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Establishment of special use forst system

in vietnam
Process :
� From 1962 -1975: 49 Forbidden forests
� From 1976 -1986: Special use forest

nationwide
� From 1986 to present (adopting the

new criteria of IUCN & Decision
62/2005)

� To 02/2003:
� National Park : 27 (in 2006:30)
� Natural Conservation area: : 60 (49

natural reserve, 11 species/landscape
conservation areas)

� Landscape Conservation forest : 39
� Sea Conservation system (proposed)
� Wetlands Conservation system

(proposed)
� PAs management (Strategy 2003 with

new proposal).
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RANKING OF SPECIAL USE FORESTS

Special use forests are defined for natural conservation,
standard national ecological system; gene pool for forest
creatures; scientific research; protection of historic,
cultural sites; recreation; tourism as well as environment
protection .
Criteria for categorizing special-use forests (Decision 62/2005/Q‡ -
BNN on 12/10/2005)
With consideration of IUCN¯s criteria
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contd�

According to the Law on Forest Protection and Development
(2004), special use forests include:
1. National parks
2. Natural conservation, including:

- Natural reserve
- Species/Landscape conservation

3. Landscape protection area, including:
- Forests with historic, cultural values and interesting spots

4. Forests for research and scientist experiment
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Criteria for ranking Special use forests

National Park:
Concept of National Park

National Park is a natural area in the mainland or a component of the
wetland or the sea. The Park has an area big enough for
conservation purpose of one or many endemic species or their
representatives; for protecting endemic species from threats for
today and the future. National Park is the foundation for spiritual,
scientific, educational activities and ecotourism that is under control
and introduces little negative impacts (Decision 62/2005 - MARD).
By 2005, there are 8 National Park with the total area of : 957,330ha.
At present: 30 National Park, with the area of approx (?), in which 7
managed by MARD and the rest by PPC.
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Evergreen Ecological System
B�ch M�National Park, Th� a Thi�n

Hu¡
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Nature Reserve
A. Natural reserve,
B. Species- habitat  reserve

In 2005, there are 59 nature reservel conservation
areas with the total area of: 1,369,058 ha (this figure has
been changed by now).

Natural Conservation area managed by PPC, more
directly by Forest Protection Units, DARD, Management
Board of Natural conservation area.
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A. Natural Reserve
(commonly named Natural Conservation)

General concept:
Natural reserve is a natural area in the mainland or with a
component of wetland or the sea. The reserve is established for the
sustainable development of ecological systems that have not or
been marginally impacted. The reserve also has endemic or
endangered species. It can also have special natural or cultural
features. The reserve is mainly managed for protecting the
ecological system of species, for research methods, for
environment monitoring and education.
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B. Species ' landscape conservation areas

General concept:
Species-landscape conservation area is a natural area
in the mainland or with a component of the wetland or
sea. This area is managed proactively in order to
maintain the habitat and ensure long-term survival for
endangered species.
Species-landscape conservation area is mainly
managed for environment protection and biodiversity
conservation.
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Landscape protection area
(Forests of historical, cultural values and interesting sites)

General concept:

Landscape protection area includes forests with historic,
cultural values and interesting sites in the mainland or with a
component in the wetland or sea. The traditional interaction
between human beings and nature creates an area of high
aesthetic, ecological, cultural and historic values and
sometimes high bio-diversity values. How to maintain the
integrity of this traditional interaction is key concern for
protecting, sustaining and developing landscape protection
area.



www.panda.org/greatermekong

Landscape-based Conservation
Co-management Approach

(PARC)

Why called PARC Project and what are its objectives?
PARC is a project that establishes Conservation area in order to protect the
natural resources based on landscape ecological viewpoints
PARC is the first project in Vietnam using landscape ecological approach for
biodiversity protection. This method combines the need for economical
development and natural resource protection in the whole landscape.
This project sets up conservation model in conservation areas where
landscape and ecological system is fragmented and impacted by human
activities (PARC includes: Ba BÒ National Park, Yok Don v‰N‰Hang Natural
Conservation area).
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PARC in Ba Be NP
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Contdfi

Landscape ecology includes conservation and human factors to
create a sustainable and harmonious living environment. In nature,
landscape ecology is a science that fit incompatible pieces
together!
Conservation in a conservation area will not be effective if that
system is separated from other landscaped. Conservation areas
do not exist in isolation but are always under the impact of
activities and needs of the surrounding areasÀ
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Contd�

Landscape ecology is becoming a new approach,
placing conservation in an integrated planning rather
than placing areas in conservation area and then
thinking that they will not be impacted.
Conservation must be understood as a form of land use
with competitive needs. Conservation should also be
considered as part of the management of the whole
landscape rather than of only conservation areas.
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Contd�

Landscape-based conservation management serves
as the base for local participation in co-management
proposals or encourages them to develop their own
conservation activities in order to obtain State
funding.
This approach can mobilize community participation,
although the current legal support for co-
management of conservation areas remains weak.
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Community¯s
participatory planning
for National Park
management


